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military duty. He is not "meek" but the opposite. He 
"seeks the bubble reputation at the cannon's mouth." 
He is violent in his methods. Physical force, scientifically 
directed, is his first and last reliance for success. Hun- 
ger and thirst for righteousness he may have, but they are 
not in the line of his profession— not under military law ; 
not experienced on the battlefield— not when "full of 
strange oaths," or moved by mad passion he kills or is 
killed. "Merciful" as a man he may be, but as a soldier 
his duty is not to bear but strike. The argument of 
reason, the appeal to conscience, the plea for mercy, are 
all exhausted before the nation reaches the stage of war, 
and sets the men who constitute its chief power to fight- 
ing. On what battlefield, except in rare and excep- 
tional instances, did mercy ever "drop as the gentle dew 
from heaven"? He who has a soft, tender, pitiful heart 
is not good at bruising, maiming, destroying, killing. 
No ! the ideal soldier doing his supreme duty must not be 
merciful. 

'■'Pure in heart." If the military man is that he must 
be it in spite of his profession, his environment, the spirit 
of war and the code by which he is governed. A "Peace- 
maker." Yes, if killing, which stops a voice, paralyzes 
an arm, tears a soul from its body is making peace. 
Armies make a desert and call it peace. War destroys 
whatever is useful and beautiful. The hum of industry is 
silenced. The statue and temple are demolished. Cities 
are burned. Ships are annihilated. Commerce flies to ocean 
corners and shelters itself with non-belligerents. Progress 
is arrested ; invention pauses ; discovery waits ; litera- 
ture has no leisure. There is no silence for thought. 
"Peacemaker?" Yes, Pizarro, Bonaparte were peace- 
makers, but death was the condition of peace. Our Lord 
does not seem to me to have had any great military or 
naval hero in mind when he blessed a peacemaker. "Per- 
secuted ?" Such are sufferers and not actors. The whole 
line of blessed ones is marked by the passive, patient 
virtues rather than the bold, assertive, aggressive, force- 
ful and military ones. 

Do you say this is but one aspect of the law of the 
Christian Kingdom. Where is the other aspect ? Not in 
the New Testament. Men sift that document to find seed 
for homilies. Almost every system of ethics and nearly 
every unethical act has been defended by a scripture 
quotation. Men go to God's word to confirm tradition, 
prejudice, predeliction and preference. If they will go un- 
biassed to learn truth de novo, they will find it. They 
will not find slavery, intemperance or war inculcated. It 
is a wresting and wrenching of the pervading spirit of our 
holy book to use it to defend these human enormities. 
Our Lord does not countenance extravagance, injustice or 
cruelty. Why do I say it? Because I now and then 
hear his commendation of certain qualities in the Centu- 
rion, or John the Baptist's advice to soldiers, or Paul's 
figure of "a good soldier of Jesus Christ" used to justify 
militarism as it exists in our day and among our institu- 
tions. A system, confessedly abnormal to our times, 
opposed to reason and philosophy, shelters itself under 
the pure and spotless robe of Christianity ! The breath 
of G-od, called the Holy Spirit, swept through the souls of 
the apostles. They were enlightened to see the terrible 
scenes depicted as characteristic of the Judgment and 
the days preceding. But they never described these as 
brought about by the children of God, as among the 
methods of propagating his kingdom, or filled with the 
Spirit of his Son. Christ commended the rather unmili- 



tary virtues of love to Israelites and a willingness to 
build a church in one Roman Captain. He commended 
the virtues of faith and obedience in another. John 
forbade violence to the soldier and Paul used him as 
Jesus did the vines, flowers and birds of Galilee for 
illustrations of duty. Soldiers were as common in that 
time as the flowers. Paul was chained to one for years 
and could not look up without seeing a soldier as will a 
traveller in some parts of Europe to-day. The bloody 
scenes of the book of Revelation typify judgments which 
inevitably fall on evil doers. 

Search and sift the New Testament and you nowhere 
find physical force commended or mentioned as a means 
of propagating the Gospel and establishing Christ's king- 
dom. The sword of the Spirit is the Word of God 
It cuts through souls — joint and marrow. It cleaves 
no skulls and stabs no bosoms. But Civil Govern- 
ment by its military powers does all of these things. 
It ignores Christian principles. It provokes and it retal- 
iates. In its corporate capacity it does things which 
in individuals are credited to malignant passions and 
depraved appetites. If the Kingdom of God is to prevail 
Civil Government, as now constituted and administered, 
must be reformed or abolished. Some good men will not 
take its oaths or be responsible for its acts. Others, and 
these are they with whom the writer sympathizes, believe 
that nations are to be born into a new and higher life. 
Hence we seek their conversion and not their extermina- 
tion. 



PETITION TO CONGRESS. 

Copy, sign, get other names and send by mail to 
Washington. 

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States, in Congress Assembled : 

The undersigned, citizens of respectfully but 

earnestly entreat your honorable bodies to reject the rec- 
ommendations of the Senate Naval Committee, and other 
measures which propose large expenditures for the Navy 
and so-called Coast Defences, and other warlike prepara- 
tions, all of which are, we believe, a menace to the peace 
and security of the nation. 



PEACE RESOLUTION PENDING IN CONGRESS. 

The following is the text of the resolution which has 
passed the United States Senate and now waits the action 
of the House : 

To invite International Arbitration as to differences be- 
tween Nations. 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives 
concurring), That the President be, and is hereby, re- 
quested to invite, from time to time as fit occasions may 
arise, negotiations with any Government with which the 
United States has or may have diplomatic relations, to 
the end that any differences or disputes arising between 
the two Governments which cannot be adjusted by diplo- 
matic agency may be referred to arbitration, and be 
peaceably adjusted by such means. 



The date of the Universal Peace Congress in London 
is July 14, 1890; Parliamentary Congress July 21. See 
page 51 for further particulars of these Congresses. 



